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TITLE; AUTHORITY 1.04(5)

CHAPTER 1

TITLE;, AUTHORITY; AND GENERAL PROVISIONS

1.01 Title. 1.08 Interpretation and application.
1.02 Authority. 1.09 Severability.

1.03 Contents. 1.10 Warning and disclaimer of liability.
1.04 Purpose. 1.11 Vesting of rights.

1.05 Compliance. 1.12 Withdrawal by zoned towns.

1.06 Force and effect. 1.13 Commentary.

1.07 Abrogation and greater restrictions. 1.14 Headings

The County Board of Door County, Wisconsin does ordain as follows:

1.01 Title. This Ordinance shall be known as the "Door County Comprehensive Zoning
Ordinance”, hereinafter referred to as "this Ordinance." (Amended: 20 Sept. 2016; Ord. 2016-14)

1.02 Authority. This Ordinance is enacted pursuant to the authority granted by 88
59.69 and 59.692, Wis. Stats.; additionally, it employs those powers or provisions
provided for in § 59.694, Ch. 91, and § 281.31, Wis. Stats. This Ordinance shall
constitute a comprehensive revision, as described in § 59.69(5)(d), Wis. Stats., of the
1968 Door County Zoning Ordinance. (Amended: 27 May 2014; Ord. 2014-10) (Amended: 20 Sept.
2016; Ord. 2016-14)

Commentary: (Added: March 1998) (Deleted: 20 Sept. 2016; Ord. 2016-14)

1.03 Contents. This Ordinance consists of two distinct but inseparable and integrated
parts: written text and zoning maps. The written text and zoning maps taken together
constitute this Ordinance and, therefore, shall at all times be considered as interrelated
and inseparable parts of a whole. In addition, other maps and materials referenced in the
text are used to support this Ordinance.

1.04 Purpose. (Deleted and recreated: 20 Sept. 2016; Ord. 2016-14) The purposes of this
Ordinance include:

(1) to promote the public health, safety, convenience, and general welfare;

(2) to encourage planned and orderly land use development;

(3) to protect property values and the property tax base;

(4) to permit the careful planning and efficient maintenance of highway systems;
(5) to ensure adequate highway, utility, health, educational, and recreational
facilities;
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(6) to recognize the needs of agriculture, forestry, industry, and business in future
growth;

(7) to encourage uses of land and other natural resources which are in accordance

with their character and adaptability;

(8) to provide adequate light and air, including access to sunlight for solar collectors

and to wind for wind energy systems;

(9) to encourage the protection of groundwater resources;

(10) to preserve wetlands;

(11) to conserve soil, water, and forest resources;

(12) to protect the beauty and amenities of landscape and man-made
developments;

(13) to provide healthy surroundings for family life; and

(14) to promote the efficient and economical use of public funds.

To accomplish these, and other purposes, the County Board may plan for the physical
development and zoning of territory within Door County.

1.05 Compliance.

(1) No land or water shall hereafter be used and no structure or part thereof shall
hereafter be used, located, erected, moved, reconstructed, extended, enlarged,
converted, or structurally altered without full compliance with the provisions of this
Ordinance.

(2) Unless specifically exempted by law, all cities, villages, towns, and counties are
required to comply with this Ordinance and obtain all necessary permits in areas
under the jurisdiction of this Ordinance.

Construction undertaken by the State of Wisconsin (hereafter “state”) is, pursuant to

8§ 30.12(4), Wis. Stats., subject to this ordinance. This includes every building,

structure, or facility that is constructed for the benefit of or use of the state. (Amended:

20 Sept. 2016; Ord. 2016-14)

1.06 Force and effect.

(1) Applicability. This Ordinance, unless otherwise provided herein, is applicable to
and effective within Door County in areas outside of the limits of incorporated
villages and cities. (Amended: 20 Sept. 2016; Ord. 2016-14)

(2) Full Force and Effect. (Deleted and recreated: 20 Sept. 2016; Ord. 2016-14)

(a) This ordinance will, unless otherwise provided herein, be in full force and effect
as provided in 88 59.69(5)(c),(d), & (e), Wis. Stats.
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(b) The provisions of this Ordinance apply to, and are in full force and effect:

1. within the shorelands of any unincorporated area within Door County that
has approved this ordinance or any amendment hereto per 88 59.69(5)(c),(d),
& (e), Wis. Stats.; and

2. within annexed or incorporated shoreland areas, as provided in 88 61.353
and 62.233, Wis. Stats., within Door County; and

3. as otherwise authorized by law, including 88 59.692(1c) & (1d), Wis.
Stats., and Ch. V., Door County Shoreland Zoning Ordinance.

(3) (Deleted: 20 Sept. 2016; Ord. 2016-14)
1.07 Abrogation and greater restrictions.

(1) Except as provided in s. 1.06(3) of this Ordinance, the Door County Zoning
Ordinance of 1968, as amended, is hereby repealed.

(2) Except as this Ordinance may conflict with Ch. 91, Wis. Stats., Farmland
Preservation, wherever this Ordinance permissibly imposes greater restrictions than
other similar regulations, the provisions of this Ordinance shall govern. Wherever the
provisions of this Ordinance conflict with the provisions of Ch. 91, Wis. Stats.,

Farmland Preservation, the provisions of Ch. 91 shall prevail. (Amended: 19 December
1995, Ord. 20-95) (Amended: 20 Sept. 2016; Ord. 2016-14)

(3) It is not intended by this Ordinance to repeal, abrogate, annul, impair, or interfere
with any existing easement, covenant, deed restriction, or agreement. Door County
shall not enforce any easement, covenant, deed restriction, or agreement to which it is
not a party.

Enforcement of any such covenant, deed, easement, or restriction via the County’s
zoning authority would constitute an impermissible delegation of the County’s
authority and power. [See: “Sills v. Walworth County” (Wis. App., 2002) 254 Wis.2d.
538]. (Added: 20 Sept. 2016; Ord. 2016-14)

(4) Itis not intended by this Ordinance to repeal, abrogate, annul, impair, or interfere
with any permit previously issued pursuant to law.
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1.08 Interpretation and application.

(2) In its interpretation and application, this ordinance shall be liberally construed in
favor of Door County, and shall not be construed to limit or repeal any powers
possessed by the County. (Added: 20 Sept. 2016; Ord. 2016-14)

(2) The provisions of this Ordinance shall be construed, if and to the extent
permissible, to be minimum requirements. (Amended: 20 Sept. 2016; Ord. 2016-14)

(3) Interpretation and application of the provisions of this Ordinance shall take into
account the purposes of this Ordinance and any adverse effects that an interpretation
may have upon such purposes. (Amended: 20 Sept. 2016; Ord. 2016-14)

(4) Any reference to the Wisconsin Statutes or Wisconsin Administrative Code
herein include the Statutes and Code that were in full force and effect at the time

this Ordinance is enacted or as the Statutes or Code are thereafter revised. (Added:
20 Sept. 2016; Ord. 2016-14)

1.09 Severability. If any section, paragraph, clause, provision, or portion of this
Ordinance is adjudged unconstitutional or invalid by a court of competent jurisdiction, the
remainder of this Ordinance shall not be affected thereby. If any application of this
Ordinance to a particular structure, land, or water is adjudged unconstitutional or invalid
by a court of competent jurisdiction, such judgement shall not be applicable to any other
structure, land, or water not specifically included in said judgement.

1.10 Warning and disclaimer of liability. This Ordinance shall not create a liability on
the part of, or a cause of action against, Door County or any office or employee thereof
for any damages that may result from reliance on this Ordinance.

1.11 Vesting of rights. No rights to any particular use vest in any property owner simply
because the use is permitted by this Ordinance. Such use may be prohibited by future
amendment to this Ordinance. However, the approval and issuance of a permit shall vest
in the property owner the right to use the property in the manner specifically approved by
the permit, unless and until the permit expires. No amendment to this Ordinance which
prohibits a particular use shall be applicable to any property developed under a previously
issued permit, except to the extent that such use is rendered nonconforming.

A property owner obtains no vested rights in a particular type of zoning solely through
reliance on the zoning, but only acquires vested rights after the submission of a
complete permit application that conforms to the zoning, building, and other code
requirements in effect at the time of the application. (Added: 20 Sept. 2016; Ord. 2016-14).
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TITLE; AUTHORITY 1.14

1.12 Withdrawal by zoned towns. Pursuant to s. 59.69(5)(d), Wis. Stats., a town
board may withdraw from county zoning jurisdiction within a year of a “comprehensive
revision” to this Ordinance. (Amended: 24 March 2015; Ord. 2015-02) (Amended: 20 Sept. 2016; Ord.
2016-14)

1.13 Commentary. Throughout this Ordinance, insertions prefaced "Commentary:" are
included. They are intended to give information, or to explain certain provisions in this
Ordinance. They are not by themselves regulatory provisions and shall not be used
thusly.

1.14 Headings. Headings are used throughout this Ordinance to assist users of this

Ordinance. If a heading should conflict with the text in interpreting this Ordinance, the text
shall control.
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PARKING, LOADING 7.02(1)

CHAPTER 7
PARKING, LOADING, AND ACCESS REQUIREMENTS

7.01 Purpose.

7.02 Off-street parking requirements.

7.03 Parking area landscaping requirements.
7.04 Loading and unloading requirements.
7.05 Access requirements.

7.01 Purpose. These provisions are intended to: reduce traffic congestion on public
streets by requiring adequate off-street parking and loading areas for each land use,
improve the appearance of parking lots and reduce the nuisance of glare, and promote
traffic safety by ensuring proper access to roads. (Amended: 9 November 2011; Ord. 2011-14)

7.02 Off-street parking requirements.

(1) Required number of off-street parking spaces. The minimum number of off-street
automobile parking spaces to be provided shall be in accordance with the schedule
below, except that: (Amended: 9 November 2011; Ord. 2011-14)

If the parking requirements for particular uses described in Chapter 4, particular
use requirements, are different from those shown here, the standards in
Chapter 4 shall apply. (Amended: 9 November 2011; Ord. 2011-14)

In cases where garages are provided, the number of required off-street parking
spaces shall be reduced by the number of parking spaces within the garages.
(Recreated: 9 November 2011; Ord. 2011-14)

In cases where on-street parking is provided, the number of required off-street
parking spaces shall be reduced by the number of on-street parking spaces
fully within the lot lines as if the lot lines for the parcel in question were
extended into the right(s)-of-way. In order to qualify for this exemption such on-
street parking spaces must be designated by the highway maintaining
authority, be paved, and be demarcated by paint. (Added: 9, November 2011; Ord.

2011-14)
USE OFF-STREET PARKING REQUIREMENT
Residential 2 spaces per dwelling unit.

Multiple Occupancy Development (Deleted: 9 November 2011; Ord. 2011-14)

Auditorium/Theater/Assembly Hall 1 space per 3 seats.
(Amended: 20 Sept. 2016; Ord. 2016-14)

Church/Funeral Home 1 space per 4 seats.

Restaurant/Tavern 1 space per 100 square feet of primary floor
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Boarding House
Bed and Breakfast Establishment
Medical/Dental Clinic or Office

Public Boat Launching Ramp
Office Uses
Retail Stores and Personal Services

Establishments

Manufacturing/Trade or Contractor
Establishments

Warehouse/Commercial Storage

Marinas

Commercial Riding Stables

Model Homes

PARKING, LOADING 7.02(1)

area or 1 space per 3 seats, whichever is greater.
1 space per bedroom or sleeping room.

2 spaces plus 1 space per rental room

5 spaces per doctor/dentist.

15 spaces per launching lane (each space 10 feet
wide x 40 feet long).

1 space per 250 square feet of primary floor
area.

1 space per 200 square feet of primary floor area.

2 spaces plus 1 space per employee

during peak shifts.

1 space per 1,000 square feet of primary floor area.

0.6 spaces per boat slip. (Amended: 9 Nov. 2011; Ord.
2011-14)

1 space per 3 horses.

4 spaces per model home.

(@) For uses other than residential uses, marinas, public boat launches,
auditoriums, and assembly halls, in areas designated as “core” on the Door
County Comprehensive and Farmland Preservation Plan future land use maps the

minimum number of spaces required shall be reduced by 50%. (Added: 9 November
2011; Ord. 2011-14) (Amended: 25 June 2013; Ord. 2013-12) (Amended: 20 Sept. 2016; Ord. 2016-
14)

(b) Commercial establishments with drive-through facilities shall, in addition to
providing the required off-street parking spaces, maintain an off-street queuing
capacity of 4 vehicles per service lane, designed so that vehicles queuing in the

drive-through lane do not interfere with street traffic flow. (Amended: 9 November 2011;
Ord. 2011-14)

(c) Computation. When the computation of the minimum number of parking
spaces results in a fractional product of .5 or greater, the product shall be rounded
up to the next whole number. (Amended: 9 November 2011; Ord. 2011-14)

(d) Uses not enumerated. In the case of uses specifically not listed in sub.(1), the
minimum number of parking spaces shall be determined by the Land Use Services
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PARKING, LOADING 7.02(4)

Director, upon referral and recommendation of the Zoning Administrator, based
upon requirements for similar uses. (Amended: 27 March 2018; Ord. 2018-07)

(e) Multiple uses on a lot. Where more than one use is located on a lot, the
required number of parking spaces shall be determined by the sum of the
minimum total number of parking spaces for each individual use. However, the
Land Use Services Director, upon referral and recommendation by the Zoning
Administrator, may allow a reduction of parking facilities if: (Amended; 27 March 2018;
Ord. 2018-07)

1. The peaks of demand for individual uses do not coincide, or

2. The same parking space can simultaneously serve both uses.

(2) Application to existing uses. Uses existing on the effective date of this Ordinance
which do not have the required amount of parking space shall not further reduce said
space; and no expansion of the use shall be permitted, unless parking spaces equal
to the parking requirement for the expansion are provided as part of the expansion.

(3) Application to change of use. Whenever an existing use of a lot is hereafter
proposed to be changed to a use having greater parking requirements, the applicant
shall provide additional parking spaces equal to the difference in required parking
spaces between the existing use and the proposed use.

(4) Location. Except as provided in (a) and (b), all required off-street parking shall be
provided on the same lot as the use it serves or on an adjoining lot under the same
ownership as the lot containing the use it serves. Adjoining lots shall be defined in this
section to include lots which otherwise would be adjoining if not separated by a road
right-of-way. Adjoining lots used to provide required off-street parking shall be located
in a Commercial Center, Mixed Use Commercial, Recreational Commercial, Light
Industrial, Village Commercial, or General Commercial district, or in a district within

which the use the parking serves is permitted. (Recreated: February 22, 2011; Ord. 2011-06)
(Amended: 26 February 2013; Ord. 2013-05)

(a) For Commercial, Industrial, Agricultural, Outdoor Recreational, and Institutional
Uses, as listed in s.2.05(3), table of principal uses, parking may be provided off-
premise, provided that: (Recreated: 28 Feb. 2011; Ord. 2011-06) (Amended: 26 Feb. 2013;
Ord. 2013-05)

1. The off-premise property shall be under the same ownership as the lot
containing the Commercial, Industrial, Agricultural, Outdoor Recreational
and Institutional Use; or the off-premise property to serve as the required
parking lot shall be leased for such purpose for 20 years or more.

2. Each of the parking spaces shall be within 500 feet of the structure housing
the use that the parking spaces are intended to serve.
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3. The off-premise parking area shall be located in a Commercial Center,
Mixed Use Commercial, Recreational Commercial, Light Industrial, Village
Commercial, or General Commercial district, or in a district within which the use
the parking serves is permitted. (Amended: 27 Feb. 2007; Ord. 2007-04; Effective 12
March 2007) (Amended: 26 Feb. 2013; Ord. 2013-05)

4. A separate regular zoning permit shall be obtained for the off-premise
parking area.

(b) For government-owned public parks and boat launching facilities, parking may
be provided off-premise, provided that: (Recreated: February 22, 2011; Ord. 2011-06).

1. The off-premise property shall be under the same ownership as the lot
containing the government-owned public park or boat launching facilities; or,
the off-premise lot to serve as the required parking lot shall be leased for such
purpose for 20 years or more. (Recreated: February 22, 2011; Ord. 2011-06).

2. The off-premise parking area shall be located in a Natural Area,
Countryside, Estate, SF20, SF30, Small Estate, Rural Residential, High
Density, Commercial Center, Mixed Use Commercial, Recreational
Commercial, Light Industrial, Neighborhood Residential, General Commercial,
Conservation Area, Village Commercial, Chambers Island, Countryside-5, or

Heartland zoning district. (Amended: 27 February 2007; Ord. 2007-04; Effective 12
March 2007) (Amended: 24 August 2010; Ord. 2010-09) (Amended: 25 March 2014; Ord.
2014-03)

3. A separate regular zoning permit shall be obtained for the off-premise
parking area. (Amended: 3 November 2003; Ord. 20-03)

(5) Abandonment. No parking space, or driveway providing access thereto, shall be
abandoned, closed, converted to another use, or in any way eliminated from use as a
parking space or driveway, unless adequate off-street parking and access are
provided to the property in full compliance with the provisions of this Ordinance.

(6) Design requirements.

(a) Surfacing. In areas designated as “core” on the Door County Comprehensive
and Farmland Preservation Plan future land use maps, 75% of the required off-
street parking area shall be surfaced with gravel, paving, or other material to free
the parking area of mud, and pitched to prevent ponding; in non-core areas, 50%
shall be so surfaced. Non-surfaced off-street parking areas shall be mowed and
clearly designated as parking areas, such as with signs and/or parking
bumpers.(Amended: 9 November 2011; Ord. 2011-14) (Amended: 20 Sept. 2016; Ord. 2016-14)

(b) Size. Off-street parking spaces shall be at least 9 feet in width and at least 18

feet in length. Parking spaces designed to accommodate parallel parking shall be
at least 22 feet in length. Parking spaces shall have a vertical clearance of at
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least 7 feet.

(c) Setback.

1. Off-street parking areas shall be located at least the following distances
from public rights-of-way:

Zoning District Setback from ROW
NA, EA, PA, GA, CS, HL3.5, HL5,
HL10, ES, LI, CA, CS5 15 feet
SF10, SF20, SF30, SE, RR, HD, NR, CI 10 feet
CC,MC,RC, VC,GC 5 feet

(Amended: 27 February 2007; Ord. 2007-04; Effective 12 March 2007) (Amended: 22
February 2011; Ord. 2011-03) (Amended: 25 March 2014; Ord. 2014-03)

2. Off-street parking areas shall be located at least 5 feet from all other lot
lines in all zoning districts.

(d) Access. All parking areas shall be provided with an entrance and exit or shall
be provided with a turnaround at the end opposite the entrance.

(e) Horizontal widths for parking rows, aisles, and modules (row plus aisle) shall be
provided at widths no less than listed in the following table:

Parking Space Angle,

One-way Parallel in degrees
30 45 60 90
-feet-- e feet------
Single row of parking 9 17 19 20 18
Driving aisle 12 12 13 18 24
Minimum width
of module 21 29 32 38 42
(row + aisle)
Two rows of parking 18 34 38 40 36
Driving aisle 12 12 13 18 24
Minimum width
of module 30 46 51 58 60
(row + aisle)

Commentary: The illustrations on the following pages depict the parking
arrangements described in the table.
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OFF-STREET PARKING ARRANGEMENTS
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OFF-STREET PARKING ARRANGEMENTS
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() Lighting. Lighting established for the purpose of illuminating off-street parking
areas shall utilize lighting fixtures whose hood, lens, or combination thereof allow
no direct beams of light to be seen from off the property or to be cast skyward, and
the lighting elements of which shall not be visible from adjacent properties.
(Amended: 20 Sept. 2016; Ord. 2016-14)

(g) Maintenance. All parking areas shall be properly maintained by the owner, or
lessee, of the property.

(h) Handicapped parking. All off-street parking areas shall provide parking spaces
for use by motor vehicles which transport physically disabled persons, in

accordance with the ADA Accessibility Guidelines. (Amended: 9 November 2011; Ord.
2011-14)

(7) Parking of Business-Related Vehicles. In the Single Family Residential-10,000,
Single Family Residential-20,000, Single Family Residential-30,000, High Density
Residential, Small Estate Residential and Neighborhood Residential districts, not
more than one vehicle which bears business insignia and/or one trailer used in a
business or trade shall be parked on a lot overnight. This provision shall not apply to
permitted commercial uses nor to nonconforming uses, provided such parking of

business-related vehicles does not violate any other provision of this Ordinance.
(Amended: 27 February 2007; Ord. No. 2007-04; Effective 12 March 2007) (Amended: 22 February
2011; Ord. No. 2011-03)

7.03 Parking area landscaping requirements.
(1) Applicability. These requirements shall apply to all parking spaces created after
the effective date of this Ordinance, except for parking spaces located in parking
areas which accommodate fewer than 6 vehicles, and except for parking spaces
located in multi-level parking structures.
(2) Minimum landscaping requirements.
(a) Canopy trees shall be required as follows:
1. One canopy tree with a caliper of at least 2 inches shall be required for
every 12 parking spaces. Fractions shall be rounded to the nearest whole
number (e.g. 0-5 spaces = no trees, 6-17 spaces = 1 tree, 18-29 spaces = 2
trees, etc.).

2. All required canopy trees must be located within the parking area or within
10 feet of the perimeter of the parking area surface.

3. Existing trees may be counted toward the canopy tree requirements,
provided they meet the requirements for size, placement, and type.

(b) Other landscaping materials shall be required so as to accumulate 15
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landscape points per parking space. Landscape points shall be accumulated
according to the following:

LANDSCAPE POINTS

Landscape Element Minimum Planted Size Points
Canopy Trees 2 in. caliper or 1.5 in. 50 pts.
caliper for multi-stem trees

Evergreen Trees 4 feet high 30 pts.
Low Ornamental 5 feet high and balled 20 pts.
Trees and burlapped stock

Tall Shrubs 2.5 feet high 9 pts.
Medium Shrubs 18 inches high 6 pts.
Low Shrubs 15 inches high 3 pts.

The publication A Guide to Selecting Landscape Plants for Wisconsin, by E. R.
Hasselkus, UW-Extension publication A2865, shall be used to determine which
plants are "low-ornamental trees" and "tall/medium/low shrubs."

1. To qualify for points the landscape elements must be located in the
following areas:

a. Within landscaped areas in the interior of the parking area.
b. Within 10 feet of the perimeter of the parking area.
c. Along public right-of-ways that are adjacent to the parking area.

2. Landscaping which primarily serves the aesthetic enhancement of the
building or related open areas shall not qualify for points.

3. Canopy trees as required by par.(a) shall also qualify for points. (Amended:
24 Feb. 2004; Ord. 2004-03)

(c) Screening near residential uses. A screening barrier (for the purpose of
reducing glare) shall be required in the following situations:

1. When the parking area is located within 30 feet of an adjoining lot
containing a principal residential use. (Amended: 25 June 1996; Ord. 16-96)

2.  When the parking area is located within 30 feet of an adjoining vacant lot
that is located in the Single Family Residential-10,000, Single Family
Residential-20,000, Single Family Residential-30,000, Small Estate
Residential, Rural Residential, High Density Residential, or Neighborhood
Residential districts. (Amended: 27 February 2007; Ord. No. 2007-04; Effective 12 March
2007) (Amended: 22 February 2011; Ord. No. 2011-03)
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The minimum height of the barrier shall be 3.5 feet above the surface of the
parking area. The barrier may consist of wood or masonry fencing, walls, berms,
or planted materials. If planted materials are used, they must be of suitable size
and density to accomplish the screening objective within 3 years of planting.

(d) All required landscape and/or barrier materials shall be established prior to
utilization of the parking spaces, unless a bond, certificate of deposit, cash, or
other form of financial assurance acceptable to the Zoning Administrator is
submitted to the County. Such financial assurance shall cover the estimated cost
of installing the landscape and/or barrier materials and shall be returned to the
applicant upon proper installation by the applicant. If the landscape and/or barrier
materials are not properly installed within 9 months of commencement of operation
of the use, the financial assurance shall be used for installation of the landscape
and/or barrier materials by the County. Once established, all landscape and/or
barrier materials shall be properly maintained by the owner or lessee of the
parking area. (Amended: 25 June 1996; Ord. 16-96)

(3) Two or more parking areas interconnected by on-site vehicular circulation shall be
treated as one lot for the purposes of this section. Unconnected parking areas
serving the same use shall be treated as one lot unless they are separated by 30 feet
or more.

Commentary: The following 2 sketches illustrate application of this section.

(Continued on next page)
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7.04 Loading and unloading requirements.

(1) Any use which requires deliveries or shipments shall provide sufficient off-street
loading and unloading space so that no public street, alley, or access to any parking
area is blocked by such activities.

(2) The loading and unloading space shall be separate from any parking aisle or
parking spaces unless delivery or pickup activities are scheduled for hours when the
parking area is not in use.

7.05 Access requirements.

(1) Every use shall have access to a public or private road. However, property owners
have the responsibility of securing the access.

(2) For all uses, except Agricultural Uses, as listed in s. 2.05(3), table of principal
uses, no more than 2 driveways per lot shall be permitted.

(3) In areas not designated as “core” on the Door County Comprehensive and
Farmland Preservation Plan future land use maps, for all uses, except Agricultural
Uses, as listed in s. 2.05(3), table of principal uses, access shall not be taken to a
state highway if access to a town, county, or public or private frontage road is
available. (Amended: 9 November 2011; Ord. 2011-14) (Amended: 20 Sept. 2016; Ord. 2016-14)

(4) Access spacing on state highways shall be as allowed by the Wisconsin
Department of Transportation. (Amended: 20 Sept. 2016; Ord. 2016-14)

(@) (Deleted: 20 Sept. 2016; Ord. 2016-14)
(b) (Deleted: 20 Sept. 2016; Ord. 2016-14)

(5) Driveway width.

(@) For all single family residential and duplex residential uses, access driveways

shall be at least 15 feet wide and not more than 24 feet wide. (Amended: 17
December 1996; Ord. 36-96)

(b) Access driveways for all other uses, except Agricultural Uses, as listed in s.
2.05(3), table of principal uses, shall be at least 20 feet wide and not more than 35
feet wide. Such drives may be reduced to 10 feet wide if they are enter-only or
exit-only drives.

(6) Setback. All access driveways shall be placed such that the driveway edge
nearest to a neighbor's lot line is at least 5 feet from the neighbor's lot line, unless
driveways are shared by adjoining property owners.

(7) All access driveways, except those to farm fields, shall be surfaced with gravel or
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paved and pitched to prevent ponding.

(8) Location.
(a) Access drives shall be located opposite median crossovers, where present.
(b) At road intersections, the midpoint of access driveways shall be located at least
100 feet from the point of intersection of the road edges. For lots existing prior to

the effective date of this Ordinance which cannot meet this provision, one access
driveway shall be permitted.
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CHAPTER 8
SIGNS

8.01 Purpose. 8.06 Nonconforming signs.

8.02 Applicability. 8.07 Abandoned signs.

8.03 General sign requirements. 8.08 Town of Washington additional
8.04 Specific requirements for sign requirements.

particular signs. 8.09 Town of Gibraltar additional

8.05 Permits. sign requirements.

8.10 Scenic Byway additional sign
requirements.

8.01 Purpose. The purpose of these requirements is to ensure that the outstanding
visual resources of the county are protected and that traffic safety is enhanced by setting
requirements for the size, number, placement, and lighting of signs.

8.02 Applicability.

(1) Signs restricted. Unless exempted under sub. (2), no sign shall hereafter be
located, erected, structurally altered, moved, or reconstructed, except as permitted by
this chapter.

(2) Signs exempted. The following shall be exempt from the requirements of this
chapter:

(a) Memorial signs and tablets displayed on public property or in cemeteries.

(b) Official traffic and parking signs, and informational, legal or directional notices
erected by federal, state, or local units of government.

(c) Guidance signs authorized by the Wisconsin Department of Transportation
under Trans. 200.03, Wisconsin Administrative Code, tourist-oriented directional
signs as authorized by the Wisconsin Department of Transportation under Trans
200.08, Wisconsin Administrative Code, and other directional and other official

signs as authorized under Section 84.30(3)(a), Wisconsin Statutes. (Amended: 23
March 2010; Ord. No. 2010-02)

(d) Official government entity flags, except as pertains to the Town of Gibraltar
additional requirements, as provided in s. 8.09(5)(a).

(e) Outdoor murals or other outdoor artwork, determined by the Land Use

Services Director, upon referral and recommendation of the Zoning Administrator,
not to be signs. (Amended: 27 March 2018; Ord. 2018-07)
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8.03 General sign requirements. The following requirements shall apply to all
permitted signs, unless exempted in s. 8.02(2):

(1) No undulating, swinging, rotating, or otherwise moving sign shall be permitted.

(2) Except for flashing or fluttering time and/or temperature sign messages, no
flashing, fluttering, or otherwise animated sign messages shall be permitted.

(3) One flag bearing words such as "Open", "Welcome", "For Sale", or similar
message no greater than 18 square feet shall be permitted per parcel. (Added: 1 Sept.
2003; Ord. No. 06-03)

(4) No sign shall obstruct clear visibility of traffic along any public road or intersection
of roads or driveways.

(5) No signs, except signs erected by a unit of government, shall project over or be
located within any public right-of-way.

(6) Signs shall not resemble, imitate, or approximate the shape, size, form, or color of
traffic signs, signals, or devices. Signs shall not obstruct or interfere with the
effectiveness of traffic signs, signals or devices, nor be lighted in such a way so as to
cause glare or impair driver visibility upon public roads.

(7) Signs shall not be located or maintained in such a way that prevents free ingress
or egress from any floor, window, or fire escape; and no sign shall be attached to a
fire escape.

(8) Any spotlights used to illuminate signs shall be shielded such that their light
source cannot be seen from adjoining roads or properties.

(9) No sign shall be placed on or over the roof of any building.

(10) No sign shall be painted or mounted on rocks or other natural features, except
that nameplates and/or addresses for residences and "No Hunting,” "No
Trespassing,” "No Dumping,” and signs of a similar nature may be affixed to trees,
and temporary real estate signs may be affixed to trees per the standards of s.
8.04(2)(d). (Amended: 8 August 2000; Ord. 11-00)

(11) No sign shall contain obscene or derogatory language, symbols, or pictures.

(12) Wall signs.
(@) Size. The sign face area of a wall sign shall not exceed 15 percent of the
area of the side of the building to which it is attached. If more than one sign is

present, the combined sign face area shall not exceed 15 percent of the area of
the side of the building to which they are attached.
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(b) Design. Wall signs shall not extend more than 6 inches from the building's
wall surface, nor beyond the end of the wall.

(13) Window signs. The sign face area of window signs shall not exceed 20 percent
of the glass area of the window.

(14) Projecting signs.

(@) Size. The sign face area of a projecting sign shall not exceed 24 square
feet.

(b) The sign shall not extend more than 5 feet from the wall to which it is
attached.

(c) The bottom of such sign shall be at least 7 feet above the grade directly
below the sign.

(d) The top of such sign shall not extend above the building's roof.
(15) Freestanding signs.

(a) Size. The maximum size of freestanding signs shall be as follows:
1. Directional signs shall not exceed 3 square feet in sign face area.
2. Nameplates and/or addresses for residences; "No Hunting,” "No
Trespassing,” "No Dumping,” and signs of a similar nature; "Open/Closed"
signs; "Vacancy/No Vacancy" signs; and operational signs designating
entrances, exits, service areas, parking areas, restrooms, and other

functional operations of a building or premises shall not exceed 4 square
feet in sign face area. (Amended: 8 August 2000; Ord. 11-00)

3. On-premise signs which are not listed in subd. 2. shall not exceed 24
square feet in sign face area.

4. Off-premise signs, except for directional signs, shall not exceed 32
square feet.

(b) Such signs shall be located at least 5 feet from all side lot lines.
(16) Awning signs. (Added: 25 June 1996; Ord. 16-96)

(@) The bottom of such signs shall be at least 7 feet above the grade directly
below the sign. (Typographical error corrected: 20 Sept. 2016; Ord. 2016-14)

(b) The message of such signs shall consist of not more than one line of copy.

() Such signs shall not extend more than 5 feet from the wall to which the

Door County Comprehensive Zoning Ordinance 8-3



SIGNS 8.04(2)

awning is attached.

8.04 Specific requirements for particular signs. In addition to the requirements of s.
8.03, general sign requirements, the following requirements shall be met for each
specified sign. There shall be no specific requirements for particular signs that are not
listed in this section, but such signs shall comply with the requirements of s. 8.03, general
sign requirements.

(1) Election campaign signs shall be subject to the following:

(a) Such signs located on residential property, as defined in s. 12.04, Wis. Stats.,
shall not be erected or displayed prior to the election campaign period, as defined
in s. 12.04, Wis. Stats., and shall be removed within 7 days after the election.

(b) Such signs located on property other than residential property, as defined in s.
12.04, Wis. Stats., shall meet the following:

1. The signs shall not be placed on public property.
2. The signs shall not exceed 24 square feet in sign face area.

3. The signs shall not be erected or displayed earlier than 60 days prior to
the election to which they pertain.

4. The signs shall be removed within 7 days after the election.
5.  The sign shall not be illuminated.

(2) Temporary real estate signs, advertising the sale, rent, or lease of the property on
which the sign is placed, shall be subject to the following requirements:

(@) Such signs located on the property being advertised for sale, rent, or
lease shall not require a permit, shall be limited to 5 square feet in area, shall be
a maximum of 68 inches in height as measured from the ground to the top of the
sign, and shall be limited in number to one along each road that abuts the

property.

(b) Off-premise real estate signs shall be no more than one square foot in
area with a maximum height of 36 inches as measured from the ground to the
top of the sign, shall not contain company logos nor copy other than “Real Estate
for Sale/Lease/Rent”, shall be permitted only at intersections of county, town,
and/or private roads, and shall be limited in number to one per intersection.

(c) All temporary real estate signs shall be located outside public rights-of-

way, a minimum of 15 feet from side lot lines, and shall not be attached to utility
poles.
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Except along state highways, temporary real estate signs may be attached

to trees during those times when the ground is frozen, provided that: no portion
of the tree is trimmed, the devices used to attach the sign to the tree do not
penetrate the tree, and all other applicable requirements of s. 8.04(2) are met.

(e)
(f)

Temporary real estate signs shall not be illuminated.

Such signs shall be removed within 10 days of the sale, rent, or lease of

the property advertised. (Recreated: 8 August 2000, Ord. 11-00)

(9)

In addition to the signs authorized and regulated in Sections 8.04(2)(a)

through (f) above, a single “Open House” sign shall be allowed subject to the
following:

1. Said sign shall not exceed 6 sq. ft.
2. Said sign shall be suspended from or affixed to a fixed post.

3. If said sign is located on the property offered for sale, it shall be located
within 50’ of the access driveway. If said sign is located on an access
easement, the applicant shall receive written approval from the owner of the
underlying property. If said sign is located on property other than those
specified above, it shall be located within 80’ of the access driveway and
the applicant shall receive written approval from the property owner.

4. Said sign shall be displayed only at such hours as a licensed real estate
professional is at the property to conduct the open house (and shall be
removed daily).

5. Said sign shall not be used to advertise an open house at the location of
a single family residence. (Added: 23 March 2004; Ord. 2004-09)

(3) Temporary on-site construction signs, promoting a building under construction
and/or the contractor(s) for such building, shall be subject to the following:

(@)
(b)
(©
(d)

Only one construction sign shall be allowed per construction project.
No such sign shall exceed 24 square feet in sign face area.
No such sign shall be erected prior to beginning of construction.

All such signs shall be removed within one week after completion of

construction and prior to occupancy.

(e) Construction signs which are freestanding signs shall be located at least 15
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feet from any public right-of-way.

(4) Temporary new development signs. Signs promoting a new subdivision, apartment
complex, and other new developments shall not exceed 24 square feet in sign face
area and shall be located on the premises of the new development. The sign permit
for such signs shall expire after 2 years.

(5) Residential neighborhood signs shall be freestanding signs only, shall be limited to
identifying the name of a neighborhood area such as a subdivision or housing
development, may include a single directional arrow, shall not exceed 24 square feet
in sign face area, shall be placed not more than 100 feet from the entrance to the

neighborhood area, and shall be limited in number to one per entrance.
(Amended: Nov. 5; 2001, Ord.11-01; Effective Dec. 16; 2001.)

(6) Advertising signs.

(a) Off-premise. Advertising signs which are off-premise signs shall meet the
following:

1. Number limited. No more than 2 such signs shall be permitted for each
business establishment, commaodity, or product.

2. Sign spacing for freestanding and projecting signs. This spacing
requirement shall only apply to advertising signs which are freestanding or
projecting signs. In all districts, an off-premise advertising sign shall be located
no closer to any advertising sign than a distance equal to one-half of the
required minimum lot width for new lots in the zoning district in which the sign is
located.

(b) On-premise. Advertising signs which are on-premise signs shall meet the
following:

1.  Number limited for freestanding and projecting signs. In the Natural Area,
Exclusive Agricultural, Prime Agricultural, General Agricultural, Countryside,
Estate, and Conservation Area districts, the maximum number of on-premise
advertising signs which are freestanding or projecting signs shall be a total of 3
such signs per business. (Amended: 27 February 2007; Ord. No. 2007-04; Effective 12
March 2007)

2. Sign spacing for freestanding and projecting signs. This spacing
requirement shall only apply to advertising signs which are freestanding or
projecting signs. In the Heartland-3.5, Heartland-5, Heartland-10, Single
Family Residential-10,000, Single Family Residential-20,000, Single Family
Residential-30,000, Small Estate Residential, Rural Residential, High Density
Residential, Commercial Center, Mixed Use Commercial, Recreational
Commercial, Light Industrial, Countryside-5, Village Commercial, General
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Commercial, Neighborhood Residential, and Chambers Island districts, no on-
premise advertising sign shall be located closer to any advertising sign than a
distance equal to one-half of the required minimum lot width for new lots in the
zoning district in which the sign is located. In all other zoning districts, there

shall be no spacing requirements for on-premise advertising signs. (Amended:
27 February 2007; Ord. No.2007-04; Effective 12 March 2007) (Amended: 22 February 2011,
Ord. No. 2011-03) (Amended: 25 March 2014; Ord. 2014-03)

(7) Directional signs. Directional signs shall be subject to the following:

(@) Such signs may be in addition to, or in lieu of, off-premise advertising signs
erected in accordance with sub.(6).

(b) Directional signs are permitted where a change in travel direction is required as
shown in the following illustration, examples 1 and 3. A directional sign which
indicates that a use is straight ahead is permitted only where the person seeking
the use might normally follow a main travel route (compare the following
illustration, examples 2 and 4).

(c) Unless limitation is waived, no more than 4 such signs shall be permitted for
each use. If multiple travel routes to a particular use are logical, the Land Use
Services Director, upon referral and recommendation of the Zoning Administrator,
may waive this limitation and authorize the number of such signs deemed
necessary. (Amended: 27 March 2018; Ord. 2018-07)

(d) Directional signs shall only contain information identifying the name of an
establishment, the distance to the establishment, and a directional arrow. No
other information shall be identified on the sign.

(e) Such signs shall only be permitted in proximity of road intersections, but shall
not obstruct clear visibility of traffic along any public road or intersection of roads.

(Continued on next page)
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Directional Signs Indicating Change in Road

Example 1 _ Example 2

- — DIRECTION OF —

> TRAVEL
—_— —

—
DIRECTION OF
|_TRAVEL _
YES YES
Example 3 Example 4
DIRECTION OF
] TRAVEL o
_ . -/ —
X:
T ) . T ) o
DIRECTION OF
|_TRAVEL
YES NO
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8.05 Permits.

(1) The following signs shall require a sign permit as provided in s. 11.02, sign
permits:

(a) Directional signs.

(b) Election campaign signs which exceed 4 square feet in sign face area and
which are not located on residential property, as defined in s. 12.04, Wis. Stats.

(c) On-premise signs which are any of the following:
1. Advertising signs which are freestanding or projecting signs.
2. Residential neighborhood signs.
3. Temporary new development signs.

(d) All off-premise signs except temporary civic event signs which promote events
of community significance.

(2) All other signs not listed in sub. (1) shall not require a sign permit, but shall comply
with the other requirements of this chapter.

(3) The changing or altering of the sign face area shall require a sign permit, unless
the sign is exempted from the permit requirement as provided in sub.(2). The
changing of text or logos or the repainting and routine maintenance of signs shall not
be deemed changes or alterations requiring a sign permit.

8.06 Nonconforming signs.

(1) Except as specified in sub. (2), nonconforming signs may continue, but structural
alterations or repairs to the sign or support structure are prohibited, unless the sign is
brought into conformity with this Ordinance. (Amended: 25 February 1997, Ord. 6-
97)

(2) Signs that are nonconforming because they are in a public right-of-way; are
flashing, fluttering, or moving signs; contain obscene language, symbols, or pictures;
or which remain beyond a time limit specified by this chapter or by the sign permit
shall be removed or brought into compliance. If such sign is not removed or brought
into compliance, the owner or lessee of the property upon which the sign is located
shall be subject to prosecution and penalties as provided in chapter 12, enforcement.
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8.07 Abandoned signs.

(1) Abandoned signs shall be removed by the owner or lessee of the property upon
which the sign is located, unless the sign's message is changed in compliance with
this Ordinance. Such removal or change of message shall be completed within 1 year
of the date upon which it becomes an abandoned sign.

(2) If the owner or lessee fails to remove the sign, the Zoning Administrator shall give
the owner 60 days written notice to remove said sign or change its message in
compliance with this Ordinance. Upon failure to comply with this notice, the owner or
lessee of the property upon which the sign is located shall be subject to prosecution
and penalties as provided in chapter 12, enforcement.

8.08 Town of Washington additional sign requirements. The following shall apply
only within the jurisdictional boundaries of the Town of Washington.

(1) No off-premise advertising signs shall be permitted.
(2) Directional signs.

(a) All directional signs shall be located on common signposts provided by the
Town of Washington, said signs considered as public signage for the purpose of
this Ordinance.

(b) No business which is located outside of the jurisdictional boundaries of the
Town of Washington shall be identified on the common signposts.

(c) Number of directional signs. No single business parcel shall have more than 3
signs located on any common signpost within the Town of Washington, nor shall
any single business parcel have more than one sign on any single common
signpost.

(d) Location of common signposts. Common signposts shall be located at
intersections as official public signage, and shall identify the most direct,
expeditious, and convenient route to individual businesses. Intersections with
common signposts shall be authorized by the Town Board of Supervisors.

(e) Character, design, and construction requirements.

1. All directional signs shall be uniform in color, size, and shape as
determined by the Washington Town Board of Supervisors.
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2. All directional signs shall be constructed to the exact standards set by the
Town of Washington.

3. All directional signs shall contain information identifying business name,
distance to business in miles, and a directional arrow, if appropriate. No other
information shall be identified on any such sign.

(3) Election campaign signs. In addition to the requirements contained in s. 8.04(1),
the following provisions shall be met for election campaign signs which are not located
on residential property, as defined in s. 12.04, Wis. Stats.:

(&) No such sign shall be erected more than 30 days prior to a primary election.
(b) No such sign shall exceed 4 square feet in sign face area.

(c) No such sign shall be located within 15 feet of a public right-of-way or adjacent
lot line.

(d) No more than one sign for each candidate shall be allowed on a single parcel
or lot.

8.09 Town of Gibraltar additional sign requirements.

(1) Findings. It is a primary objective of the Town of Gibraltar to maintain and
enhance its unique visual character. That character emphasizing water vistas, scenic
beauty, and historic buildings could be threatened by the uncontrolled proliferation of
signs. The resultant scenic blight would diminish the community's attractiveness to
tourists, reduce property values, and the distractions of excessive signage could
aggravate traffic safety concerns. (Amended: 18 April 2000; Ord. 06-00 - Effective 29 May 2000)

(2) Purpose. The purpose of this section is to set forth additional requirements to
safeguard life, health, property, and public welfare and to preserve and enhance
aesthetic values by regulating and controlling the design, size, number, location,
construction, illumination, installation, and maintenance of all signs referred to in this
section.

(3) Applicability. This section shall apply to all signs located within the Town of
Gibraltar. (Amended: 18 April 2000; Ord. 06-00 - Effective 29 May 2000)

(4) Additional general sign requirements. The following requirements shall be in
addition to any requirements listed in s. 8.03, general sign requirements.

(@) No sign shall be illuminated from within, except "Vacancy/No Vacancy" signs.

(b) Each business shall be permitted no more than two art flags. The use of any
other sign not otherwise authorized by this ordinance, or any banner, pennant,
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flag, balloon, streamers, or similar articles, or the outdoor display of clothing and
accessories, stuffed animals, or posters, for identifying or advertising a product,
business, show, or carnival shall be prohibited unless duly authorized by the
Gibraltar Town Board. (Amended: 18 April 2000; Ord. 06-00 - Effective 29 May 2000)

(c) No satellite dish shall be used as a sign or sign structure.
(d) No sign shall be affixed to public utility poles.
(e) Reader boards shall be prohibited.(Amended: 23 March 2004; Ord. 2004-09)

(H All wall, projecting, and free-standing (including directional) signs shall be
constructed predominantly of natural materials such as wood or manufactured

materials which give the appearance of wood. Signs with relief are encouraged.
(Amended: 24 February 2009; Ord. 2009-02; Effective: 6 March 2009)

(g) Projecting Signs. Projecting signs shall not exceed 16 feet in height, except
that such signs shall not extend above the roof if the roof of the building is less
than 16 feet in height.

(h) Freestanding signs.
1. Such signs shall not exceed a height of 12 feet.

2. In order to provide visual clearance for vehicles, freestanding signs
located within 15 feet of an intersection of two public rights-of-way, or an
intersection of a driveway and a public right-of way, shall not exceed 3 feet in
height or the bottom of the sign shall be at least 7 feet above grade.

3. Such signs shall be self-supporting structures permanently attached to
sufficient foundations.

4. Electric service to freestanding signs shall be underground.

() Vehicular signs. No motor vehicle or trailer, which has attached thereto or
located thereon any sign for the purpose of advertising a product or directing
people to a business activity, shall be parked in view of a public road for more
than 3 consecutive hours.

(5) Additional requirements for particular signs. The following requirements shall be
in addition to any requirements provided in s. 8.03, general sign requirements, and s.
8.04, specific requirements for particular signs:

(@) Flags. There shall be not more than 2 government entity flags or nonprofit

organization flags, emblems, or insignia displayed on a lot or building site at any
one time, with the exception that no limitation shall be imposed on the display of
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the United States Flag. Such flags, emblems, or insignia shall not be illuminated,
with the exception of the United States flag. Flagpoles shall not exceed a height of

35’ above preconstruction grade.
(Amended: 24 February 2009; Ord. 2009-02; Effective 6 March 2009)(Amended: 18 April 2000; Ord.
06-00 - Effective 29 May 2000) (Amended: 28 May 2002; Ord. 08-02 - Effective 8 July 2002)

(b) Nameplates and/or addresses; "No Hunting;" "No Trespassing;" "No
Dumping;" "Open/Closed;" and "Vacancy/No Vacancy" signs shall not exceed 2
square feet in sign face area. No more than one "Open/Closed" and one
"Vacancy/No Vacancy" sign shall be displayed for each business.

(c) Election campaign signs. In addition to the requirements of s. 8.04(1),
election campaign signs which are not located on residential property, as defined
in s. 12.04, Wis. Stats., shall meet the following:
1. Such signs shall not be erected or displayed earlier than 45 days prior to
the primary election and shall be removed within 2 days following the general
election.
2. Signs shall not exceed 4 square feet in sign face area.

3. Such signs shall be set back at least 15 feet from a public right-of-way.

4. Only one such sign for each candidate or measure shall be permitted on
any lot or parcel.

(d) Outdoor vending machines shall be placed only next to the wall of a principal
building, shall not be located within any public right-of-way, nor shall be placed on
any public sidewalk.

(e) There shall be no more than 3 windsocks displayed on any parcel at any
time.

() Temporary special event signs which promote events of community
significance shall require authorization of the Gibraltar Town Board.

(g) Off-premise advertising signs. Off-premise advertising signs other than

directional signs shall be prohibited. (Amended: 18 April 2000; Ord. 06-00 - Effective 29 May
2000)

(h) On-premise advertising signs. On-premise advertising signs shall be
restricted as follows:

1. When there is only one business on a lot, such signage shall comply with
the following requirements:

a. Not more than 2 advertising signs which are freestanding or projecting
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signs shall be permitted.

b. The total area of all advertising signs (including wall and window signs)
shall not exceed 36 square feet in sign face area and no individual sign
shall exceed 24 square feet in sign face area.

2. When more than one business establishment are located in a single
building or on one lot, such signage shall comply with the following
requirements:

a. Two signs advertising the name of the multiple business establishment
shall be permitted. Each sign shall not exceed 24 square feet in sign face
area and the total sign face area of the 2 signs shall not exceed 36 square
feet.

b. In addition to the 2 signs advertising the name of the multiple business
establishment, directory signs shall be permitted for the establishment in
accordance with the following table:

Number of Square Footage
Number of Directory of Each
Businesses Signs Allowed Directory Sign
2-4 1 12 sq. ft.
5-10 2 16 sq. ft.
11-15 2 20 sq. ft.
Over 15 3 20 sq. ft.

c. Each business within the multiple business establishment shall be
permitted 2 signs. Each sign must be placed either on the entrance door
or the exterior wall of the business. Each sign shall not exceed 6 square
feet in sign face area and the total sign face area of the 2 signs shall not
exceed 10 square feet.

(i) Directional signs.

1. Directional signs shall only be located on common signposts provided by
the Town of Gibraltar and shall only be permitted at each intersection of Main
Street/State Highway 42 with a town or county road, each intersection of two

county roads, and each intersection of a county and town road. (Amended: 18
April 2000; Ord. 06-00 - Effective 29 May 2000)

2. Such signs shall be white with black lettering and shall measure 4 feet wide
by 8 inches high.
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3. Directional signs shall not be permitted for any business located immediately
adjacent to Main Street/State Highway 42.

4. No business shall be permitted more than one directional sign, except that a
business which operates on or from 2 roads shall be permitted not more than 2
directional signs.

5. All costs associated with a directional sign shall be assumed by the business
listed thereon.

8.10 Scenic Byway additional sign requirements.
(1) Signs advertising an individual, entity, or activity conducted on the property upon
which the sign is located shall be permitted provided the sign is located within the area
bounded by the buildings, driveways, and parking areas in which the activity is
conducted or within 50 feet of that area.

(2) Any sign not meeting the parameters of sub.(1) is not allowed if visible from the
main traveled way of the scenic byway. (Added: 23 March 2010; Ord. 2010-02)
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unless variances are granted as provided in s. 11.06, variance from the
requirements of this Ordinance. Permissible expansion or intensification means a
total increase, during the life of the use, of up to ten percent (10%), based on the
level of activity (e.g., frequency, duration, volume) and/or the square footage of
the structure(s) housing the nonconforming use, as applicable, at the time the use
became nonconforming. (Amended: 25 June 1996; Ord. 16-96) (Amended: 22 May 2018; Ord.
2018-10)

(c) If a structure which houses a nonconforming use is destroyed by vandalism
or by fire, explosion, flooding, ice, snow, storm damage, violent wind, mold,
infestation, or similar calamity, such structure may be restored and the
nonconforming use may be restored therein upon issuance of a regular zoning
permit. Such restoration shall not exceed the original building floor area and
volume, unless a conditional use permit is authorized, as provided in par. (b). If
the original structure which housed the nonconforming use is also a
nonconforming structure, the provisions of 9.03(1) and (2) shall also apply.
(Amended: 20 Sept. 2016; Ord. 2016-14) (Amended: 22 May 2018; Ord. 2018-10)

(3) Change of use.
(& A nonconforming use may continue in strict accord with the historical use;
i.e., the precise active and actual use that predated the ordinance which rendered
the use nonconforming. (Added: 22 May 2018; Ord. 2018-10)
(b) Any identifiable unauthorized change (e.g., alteration, expansion, or

intensification) in the nonconforming use may be illegal and may result in loss of
legal nonconforming use status. (Added: 22 May 2018; Ord. 2018-10)

(¢) A nonconforming use shall not be changed to any use other than a use
permitted in the zoning district in which it is located.

(4) Discontinuance. Where any such nonconforming use is discontinued for a period
of 12 consecutive months, any future use of the building, structure, or land shall
conform to the regulations of the district in which it is located.
9.03 Nonconforming structures.
(1) Additions. (Amended: 20 Sept. 2016; Ord. 2016-14)
(@) (Deleted: 20 Sept. 2016; Ord. 2016-14)
(b) Additions to or extensions of nonconforming structures beyond the existing
building envelope are permitted provided that such additions or extensions

comply with all the provisions of this Ordinance. (Amended: 20 Sept. 2016; Ord. 2016-14)

(2) Repairs and restoration.
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(@) A nonconforming structure that is damaged or destroyed by vandalism or by
fire, explosion, flooding, ice, snow, storm damage, violent wind, mold, infestation,
or similar calamity may be repaired or restored provided the repair or restoration
of the nonconforming portion of the structure occurs fully within the building
envelope of the structure before damage, except that structures may be larger
than the size immediately before the damage or destruction if necessary for
compliance with state or federal requirements. Said repair or restoration shall only
be authorized when the relevant zoning permit for the repair or restoration is
issued within twelve months from the date of the damage to the nonconforming

structure. (Amended: 25 June 1996; Ord. 16-96) (Amended: 18 December 1997; Ord. 39-97)
(Amended: 20 Sept. 2016; Ord. 2016-14) (Amended: 22 May 2018; Ord. 2018-10)

(b) Except for historic buildings, no repairs or restoration of nonconforming
structures shall be located within any public right-of-way.

(3) Reconstruction of any nonconforming structure in functional order shall be
permitted with the issuance of a regular zoning permit within 12 months of the date of
removal of the original structure. Said reconstruction need not comply with the
setback or yard provisions of this Ordinance provided the reconstruction occurs fully
within the building envelope of the structure before removal, except that structures
located in the floodplain may be elevated as necessary to comply with floodplain
zoning requirements, and a patio may be replaced with a deck serving the same floor

level of the structure. (Added: 7 February 2001; Ord. 33-00) (Amended: 20 Sept. 2016; Ord. 2016-
14)

(4) Nonconforming signs. All nonconforming signs shall be subject to the provisions
contained in s. 8.06, nonconforming signs. (Amended: 7 February 2001; Ord. 33-00)

9.04 Nonconforming lots.
(1) (Deleted: 20 Sept. 2016; Ord. 2016-14)

(2) A nonconforming lot may be used for any use permitted within the zoning district

in which the lot is located. (Amended: 23 June 1998; Ord. 14-98) (Amended: 20 Sept. 2016; Ord.
2016-14)
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CHAPTER 10
ADMINISTRATION

10.01 Resource Planning Committee.
10.02 Zoning Board of Adjustment.
10.03 Land Use Services Director.
10.04 Zoning Administrator.
(Amended: 27 March 2018; Ord. 2018-07)

10.01 Resource Planning Committee.

(1) The Resource Planning Committee, created by the County Board of Supervisors,
shall be the designated county zoning agency pursuant to s. 59.69(2), Wis. Stats.

(2) The Resource Planning Committee shall adopt and follow any governing rules of
procedure as specified in s. 59.69(2) Wis. Stats., and shall comply with the
Wisconsin Open Meeting Law as specified in ss. 19.81 through 19.98, Wis. Stats.

(3) Duties and powers. In administering this Ordinance, the duties and powers of
the Resource Planning Committee shall be as follows:

(&) Supervise the administration of this Ordinance.
(b) Exercise those duties and powers specified in s. 59.69, Wis. Stats.

(c) Hold public hearings as required by this Ordinance, by Wisconsin Statutes,
or by its own motions.

(d) Submit recommendations to the County Board of Supervisors for or against
proposed zoning text and map amendments.

(e) Issue or deny conditional use permits, and establish any conditions for
such permits.

(f) (Deleted: 27 May 2008; Ord. 2008-04)
(g) Any other duties determined by the County Board of Supervisors.
(4) Financial sureties.
(&) The Resource Planning Committee may require that a performance bond
or letter of credit be provided for the benefit of the County and filed with the

County so as to ensure compliance with the terms of this Ordinance or required
permit.
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(b) Failure to provide or maintain such bond or letter of credit shall invalidate
any permit.

10.02 Zoning Board of Adjustment.

(1) Establishment. There is hereby established a Board of Adjustment for the
County of Door as authorized by s. 59.694, Wis. Stats.

(2) Membership.

(@) Size and appointment. The Board of Adjustment shall consist of 5 regular
members and up to two alternate members, all appointed by the chair of the
County Board of Supervisors with the approval of the County Board of
Supervisors.

(b) Eligibility. Members of the Board of Adjustment shall reside in the
unincorporated areas of Door County. No 2 members of the Board of Adjustment
shall reside in the same town.

(c) Terms of office. The term of office shall be 3 years. However, these terms of
office shall be staggered such that no more than 2 members' terms of office are
expired in any one year. Each term shall begin July 1st.

(d) Officers. The Board of Adjustment shall choose its own chairperson and
vice-chairperson. (Amended: 30 Sept. 2003; Ord. No. 17-03)

(e) Removal. Members may be removed by the chairperson of the County
Board of Supervisors for cause upon written charges. Cause may include
excessive absenteeism.

(3) Operation and rules.
(@) The Board of Adjustment shall adopt rules for the conduct of its business
which shall be in accordance with the provisions of this Ordinance and s. 59.694,
Wis. Stats.
(b) Call to meetings. The Board of Adjustment shall meet at the call of the chair,
and at such other time as the Board of Adjustment may determine, at a fixed
time and place.

(c) Open meetings. All meetings of the Board of Adjustment shall be open to
the public, unless otherwise authorized by Wisconsin law.

(d) Minutes. The Board of Adjustment shall keep minutes of its proceedings
showing the vote of each member upon each question, or if absent or failing to
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vote, indicating such fact, and shall keep records of its examinations and other
official actions, all of which shall be public record.

(e) (Deleted: 30 Sept. 2003; Ord. 17-03)

() Quorum. The quorum for any meeting shall consist of 3 members.

(g) The chair may administer oaths and compel the attendance of withesses.
(4) Powers. The Board of Adjustment shall have the following powers:

(@) Appeals. To hear and decide appeals, pursuant to s. 59.694, Wis. Stats.,
where it is alleged that there is error in any order, requirement, decision or
determination made by the Land Use Services Director, the Zoning
Administrator, or the Resource Planning Committee. In exercising the above-
mentioned powers, the Board of Adjustment may reverse or affirm, wholly or
partly, or may modify the order, requirement, decision or determination which is
the subject of the appeal, and to that end shall have all the powers of the officer
from whom the appeal is taken. (Amended: 27 March 2018; Ord. 2018-07)

(b) Variances. To hear and authorize upon appeal in specific cases such
variance from the terms of this Ordinance as will not be contrary to the public
interest, where, owing to special conditions, a literal enforcement of the
provisions of this Ordinance will result in unnecessary hardship, and so that the
spirit of this Ordinance shall be observed and substantial justice done. Such
variance shall not have the effect of permitting in any district a use that is
prohibited in that district.

(c) To grant variances for renewable energy resource systems as provided in s.
59.694(7)(d), Wis. Stats.

10.03 Land Use Services Director. In administering this Ordinance, the Land Use

Services Director shall possess the following duties and powers: (Amended: 27 March 2018;
Ord. 2018-07)

(1) Oversee the Zoning Administrators in carrying out the assigned responsibilities
of this Ordinance. (Amended: 20 Sept. 2016; Ord. 2016-14)

(2) Make necessary studies relevant to deliberations regarding conditional use
permits, as directed by the Resource Planning Committee.

(3) (Deleted: 27 May 2008; Ord. 2008-04)
(4) Recommend to the Resource Planning Committee amendments necessary to

make this Ordinance more effective or more consistent with applicable state statutes
and codes. (Amended: 20 Sept. 2016; Ord. 2016-14)
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(5) Decide on granting of waivers where this Ordinance gives specific authority for
such waivers.

10.04 Zoning Administrator. The Zoning Administrator shall possess the following
duties and powers:

(1) Administer and enforce this Ordinance as the authorized representative of the
Resource Planning Committee.

(2) Provide to the public the necessary permit application forms and variance and
appeals forms. Assist the public in preparing permit applications and variance and
appeal petitions.

(3) Conduct all necessary on-site inspections and investigations of structures,
lands, and waters to certify compliance with this Ordinance.

(4) Issue or deny regular zoning permits and sign permits.

(5) Suspend or revoke zoning permits and sign permits and/or issue cease and
desist orders upon noncompliance with the terms of the permit and/or this
Ordinance.

(6) Issue, deny, or revoke certificates of compliance.

(7) Investigate alleged zoning violations and give notice of all violations of this
Ordinance to the owner, resident, agent, or occupant of the premises.

(8) Report uncorrected violations to the Corporation Counsel and assist the
Corporation Counsel in initiating enforcement proceedings.

(9) Gain entry to premises, buildings, and structures during reasonable hours for
the purpose of investigating applications for permit and for the purpose of
determining compliance with this Ordinance or with any issued permit. If entry is
refused after presentation of proper identification, a special inspection warrant may
be procured in accordance with s. 66.122, Wis. Stats.

(10) Record all permits issued, inspections made, work approved, and all other
official actions.

(11) Assistin giving all legal notices required by State Statutes or this Ordinance.

(12) Recommend to the Land Use Services Director any amendments necessary

to make the operation of this Ordinance more effective. (Amended: 27 March 2018; Ord.
2018-07)
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(13) When necessary, provide technical and clerical assistance during hearings
conducted by the Board of Adjustment or the Resource Planning Committee.

(14) Make referrals and recommendations to the Land Use Services Director and

the Resource Planning Committee in accordance with this Ordinance. (Amended: 27
March 2018; Ord. 2018-07)
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Note: Ordinance 2018-07 (27 March 2018) significantly revised most of Section 11.04, per
2017 Wisconsin Act 67.

CHAPTER 11

PROCEDURES

11.01 Regular zoning permits.

11.02 Sign permits.

11.03 Impervious surface authorization permits.

(Site Plan Review Permits Deleted: 27 May 2008; Ord. 2008-04)
11.04 Conditional use permits.

11.05 Certificate of compliance.

11.06 Variance from the requirements of this Ordinance.
11.07 Appeals. (Added: 20 Sept. 2016; Ord. 2016-14)

11.08 Amendments.

11.09 Public Hearings.

11.01 Regular zoning permits.

(1) Applicability. Unless specifically exempted below or elsewhere in this Ordinance,
regular zoning permits, certifying that any use, structure, or site complies with the
provisions of this Ordinance, shall be required in the following instances:

(@) Construction, reconstruction, location, relocation, erection, extension,
enlargement, conversion, or structural alteration of any building, structure, or
part thereof, except:

1. Signs.
Commentary: However, many types of signs require a sign permit. Refer to s.
8.05, Permits.

2. Structures which are less than six inches in height above
preconstruction grade elevation.

3. Stoops which are 25 square feet or less in area. (Amended: 20 Sept. 2016;
Ord. 2016-14)

4. Stairways which extend less than 6 feet away from a building and

which do not exceed 5 feet in width. (Amended: 20 Sept. 2016; Ord. 2016-14)
(Amended: 25 June 1996; Ord. 16-96)
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(b) Establishment or expansion of any accessory or principal use, except uses
permitted as conditional uses. (Amended: 9 March 1998, Ord. 3-98)

(c) Filling or grading of land if required by s. 3.14, filling and grading. (Amended:
27 May 2014; Ord. 2014-10) (Amended: 20 Sept. 2016; Ord. 2016-14)

(2) Applications.

(@) An application for a regular zoning permit shall be submitted to the Zoning
Administrator on forms furnished by the Door County Land Use Services
Department and shall include the following information:

1. Name and address of the property owner.
2. Signature of the property owner or agent.

3. Tax parcel number, deed, legal description or other identifier of the
subject property.

4. Statement concerning the proposed structure or use of the site.

5. An accurate site plan, drawn at a scale which produces a clearly legible
drawing, showing the following:

a. Boundaries, dimensions, and area of the subject site.

b. The spatial relationship of the subject site to abutting public
roads and rights-of-way, private roads, easements, and
navigable waters.

C. The location and dimensions of any existing or proposed
structures or additions and their relationship to abutting
public roads and rights-of-way, private roads, property lines,
existing and proposed wells and sanitary waste disposal
systems, and the ordinary high water mark of navigable
waters.

d. Location of proposed or existing road access points, parking
and loading areas, and driveways.

6. Building plans including all floor plans and at least 2 elevation views.
7. Additional information as may be required by the Zoning Administrator in
order to determine the full compliance with the requirements of this

Ordinance.

8. Water supply and sewage disposal. Satisfactory evidence that a safe
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and adequate supply of water and approved sewage disposal facilities will
be provided, in accordance with the requirements of the Door County
Sanitary Ordinance, shall be submitted.

9. A pre-construction grade elevation shall be submitted for all principal
buildings and structures. The benchmark shall be established on each
building site and its location and elevation indicated on the site plan
submitted with the zoning permit application. In addition, cross-sections
of the principal building or structure shall be submitted indicating the pre-
construction grade elevation, and the highest and lowest finished grade
elevations. (Added: 8 August 2000; Ord. 15-00)

(b) Fee. All permit applications shall be accompanied by a fee established by
the Door County Board of Supervisors.

(c) No application shall be accepted by the Zoning Administrator until complete
as judged by the Zoning Administrator and until all fees established by Door
County have been paid in full.

(3) Permit issuance or denial. Upon the Zoning Administrator's determination that
the proposed use or structure complies with the provisions of this Ordinance, a
regular zoning permit shall be issued. The permit shall authorize the applicant to
proceed subject to all provisions of the Ordinance and any conditions attached to the
permit. An application for a use or structure not in conformity with the provisions of
this Ordinance shall be denied a regular zoning permit and the reasons for denial
shall be stated. No permit shall be issued for uses or structures involving human
occupancy without documentation that provision has been made for safe and
adequate water supply and disposal of sewage.

(4) Expiration.

(&) Regular zoning permits to establish a use shall expire 12 months from date
of issuance if no action has commenced to establish the use. Any change of
land use after the expiration of a zoning permit shall be considered a violation
of this ordinance.

(b) Except as sub.(5) applies, regular zoning permits for construction of a
structure shall expire 12 months from the date of issuance. Any exterior
construction after the expiration of a zoning permit shall be considered a
violation of this Ordinance.

(5) Renewal. If construction has commenced prior to the expiration of a regular
zoning permit, but is not completed prior to such expiration, a 12 month renewal
regular zoning permit shall be issued by the Zoning Administrator upon submittal of
a renewal application and fee. Additional renewals shall be granted by the
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Zoning Administrator upon a finding that progress had been made during the
previous year toward completion of the structure. If a 12 month period passes
without evidence of progress towards completion, the Zoning Administrator shall
advise the Resource Planning Committee of same and the Resource Planning
Committee may call a public hearing on the matter and may impose a completion
schedule. For purposes of this Ordinance, a structure shall be deemed completed
when the roof, exterior walls, doors, windows, and subfloors are in place and
finished and the sanitary waste disposal system has been installed.

(6) Termination. If a use or structure does not comply with the issued regular
zoning permit or this Ordinance, the permit shall be terminated by the Zoning
Administrator. If a use permitted by a regular zoning permit ceases for a period of
more than 18 months, the regular zoning permit shall terminate, and all future
activity shall require a new zoning permit.
11.02 Sign permits.
(1) Applicability. This section only applies to those signs requiring a sign permit as
specified in s. 8.05, permit requirements that are erected, moved, structurally
altered, or reconstructed.
(2) Applications.
(@) All applications for sign permits shall be made to the Zoning Administrator
on forms furnished by the Door County Land Use Services Department and
shall include the following:
1. Name, address, and signature of the applicant.

2. Name, address, and signature of the property owner of the site for the
proposed sign, if different from the applicant.

3. Type, description, and dimensions of the proposed sign.

4. Location of building, structure, or lot to which or upon which the sign is to
be attached or erected.

5. A plan, drawn at a scale which produces a clearly legible drawing,
showing the following:

a. The spatial relationship of the proposed sign to abutting public
roads and rights-of-way, private roads, and navigable water.

b. The spatial relationship of the proposed sign to existing
structures and adjacent freestanding or projecting signs.
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(b) Fee. All sign permit applications shall be accompanied by a fee established
by the County Board of Supervisors.

(c) No application shall be accepted by the Zoning Administrator until complete
as judged by the Zoning Administrator and until all fees established by Door
County have been paid in full.

(3) Permit issuance or denial. Applications for sign permits shall be reviewed by
the Zoning Administrator for compliance with the requirements of this Ordinance. If
compliance is found, the sign permit shall be issued. If compliance is not found, the
sign permit shall be denied and the reasons for denial stated.

(4) Expiration. All sign permits shall expire 12 months from the date of issuance.
No sign shall be erected, moved, reconstructed, or altered after expiration of a sign
permit, unless a new sign permit is obtained.

(5) Termination. If a sign does not comply with the issued sign permit or this
Ordinance, the sign permit shall be terminated by the Zoning Administrator.

11.03 Impervious surface authorization permits. (Added: 20 Sept. 2016; Ord. 2016-14)

(1) Animpervious surface authorization permit shall be required when the property
owner seeks to exceed the allowable impervious surface ratio.

(2) Applications.
(@) An application for an impervious surface authorization permit shall be
submitted to the Zoning Administrator on forms furnished by the Door County
Land Use Services Department and shall include the following information:
1. Name and address of the property owner.

2. Signature of the property owner or agent.

3. Tax parcel number, deed, legal description or other identifier of the
subject property.

4. An accurate site plan, drawn at a scale which produces a clearly legible
drawing, showing:

a. Boundaries, dimensions, and area of the subject site.

b. All existing impervious surfaces on the property and the
existing impervious surface ratio.

C. All proposed impervious surfaces, the resultant impervious

surface ratio.
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5. A storm water runoff control plan reviewed and approved by the Door
County Soil and Water Conservation Department which will treat the
impervious surfaces proposed which exceed that allowed.

6. Additional information as may be required by the Zoning Administrator
in order to determine the full compliance with the requirements of this
Ordinance.

(b) Fee. All permit applications shall be accompanied by a fee established by
the Door County Board of Supervisors.

(c) No application shall be accepted by the Zoning Administrator until complete
as judged by the Zoning Administrator and until all fees established by Door
County have been paid in full.

(3) Permit issuance or denial. Upon the Zoning Administrator's determination that
the proposal complies with the provisions of this Ordinance, an impervious surface
authorization permit shall be issued. The permit shall authorize the applicant to
proceed subject to all provisions of the Ordinance and any conditions attached to the
permit. An application not in conformity with the provisions of this Ordinance shall
be denied a regular zoning permit and the reasons for denial shall be stated.

(4) Expiration. Except as (5) applies, impervious surface authorization permits shall
expire 12 months from date of issuance if no action has commenced to establish the
storm water runoff control system or impervious surfaces in excess of the allowance.
Any change to impervious surfaces or the storm water runoff control system after
the expiration of a zoning permit shall be considered a violation of this ordinance.

(5) Renewal. If the activities authorized have commenced prior to the expiration of
an impervious surface authorization permit but are not completed prior to such
expiration, a 12 month renewal permit shall be issued by the Zoning Administrator
upon submittal of a renewal application and fee. Additional renewals shall be
granted by the Zoning Administrator upon a finding that progress had been made
during the previous year toward completion.

(6) Termination. If the impervious surfaces or storm water runoff control system
authorized do not comply with the issued impervious surface authorization permit or
this Ordinance, the permit shall be terminated by the Zoning Administrator.

11.04 Conditional use permits.

(1) Applicability. A conditional use permit shall be required for the establishment of
each use permitted as a conditional use and for an addition to, or the expansion or
intensification of, a nonconforming use. Expansion of a use permitted as a
conditional use shall also require a conditional use permit, except that the minor
expansion of a building housing a use permitted as a conditional use which would
not increase the scale or intensity of that use shall only require a regular zoning
permit.
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(2) Application.

(@) An application for a conditional use permit shall be submitted to the Zoning
Administrator upon forms furnished by the Door County Land Use Services
Department. The application shall contain facts and information, other than
merely personal preferences or speculation, directly pertaining to the conditions
and requirements relating to the conditional use, including the following:

1. All the facts and information required for a regular zoning permit listed in

s. 11.01(2)(a), and a completed conditional use permit form addendum.
(Amended: 30 September 1997; Ord. 29-97)

2. Upon written request by the Zoning Administrator, such additional facts
and information as may be reasonably deemed necessary by the Zoning
Administrator in order that the Resource Planning Committee can
determine whether or not the application and all requirements and
conditions the applicant must meet to obtain a conditional use permit are or
will be satisfied. The written request shall contain an explanation of why the
additional information is deemed necessary.

3. Water supply and sewage disposal. Where the proposed use involves
human occupancy, satisfactory evidence that a safe and adequate supply
of water and approved sewage disposal facilities will be provided, in
accordance with the requirements of the Door County Sanitary Ordinance,
shall be submitted.

(b) Fee. All conditional use permit applications shall be accompanied by a fee
established by the County Board of Supervisors.

(¢) No application shall be accepted by the Zoning Administrator until
complete as judged by the Zoning Administrator and until all fees established by
Door County have been paid in full. The applicant bears the burden of ensuring
and demonstrating that an application is complete.

(3) Public hearing. A public hearing shall be held by the Resource Planning
Committee after a public notice has been given as provided in s. 11.09(1), notice for
public hearings. At the public hearing, any party may appear in person or by agent
or attorney. The applicant has the burden of proof and must demonstrate that the
application and all requirements and conditions established by the county relating to
the conditional use are or shall be satisfied, both of which must be supported by
substantial evidence.

(4) Determination. Following review and public hearing, the Resource Planning
Committee shall render a decision in writing.
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(@) If the application is approved, such decision shall include an accurate and
complete description of the use as permitted, including all the conditions and
requirements attached thereto.

(b) If the application is denied, the reasons for denial shall be stated in the
decision.

(5) Basis of approval or denial.

(@) The Resource Planning Committee shall review each conditional use permit
application for compliance with all requirements applicable to that specific use
and to all other relevant provisions of this Ordinance. The Committee’s decision
to approve or deny the conditional use permit must be supported by substantial
evidence.

(b) To aid in the review of and decision-making regarding the proposed
conditional use project, the Resource Planning Committee shall evaluate the
following specific criteria as applicable, but shall not be limited thereto:
(Amended: 30 September 1997; Ord. 29-97)

1. Whether the proposed project will adversely affect property values in the
area.

2. Whether the proposed use is similar to other uses in the area.

3. Whether the proposed project is consistent with the Door County
Comprehensive and Farmland Preservation Plan or any officially adopted
town plan. (Amended: 17 April 2012; Ord. No. 2012-14) (Amended: 20 Sept. 2016; Ord.
2016-14)

4. Provision of an approved sanitary waste disposal system.

5. Provision for a potable water supply.

6. Provisions for solid waste disposal.

7. Whether the proposed use creates noise, odor, or dust.

8. Provision of safe vehicular and pedestrian access.

9. Whether the proposed project adversely impacts neighborhood traffic
flow and congestion.

10. Adequacy of emergency services and their ability to service the site.
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11. Provision for proper surface water drainage.

12. Whether proposed buildings contribute to visual harmony with existing
buildings in the neighborhood, particularly as related to scale and design.

13. Whether the proposed project creates excessive exterior lighting glare
or spillover onto neighboring properties.

14. Whether the proposed project leads to a major change in the natural
character of the area through the removal of natural vegetation or altering of
the topography.

15. Whether, and in what amount and form, financial assurance is
necessary to meet the objectives of this ordinance.

16. Whether, and to what extent, site-specific conditions should be imposed
to mitigate potentially problematic impacts of the use.

17. The impact of the proposed project on public health, public safety, or
the general welfare of the County.

The foregoing criteria are deemed reasonable and, to the extent practicable,
measurable.

(c) An applicant’s failure to demonstrate, by substantial evidence, that the
application and all applicable requirements in this Ordinance and conditions
established by the county relating to the conditional use are or will be satisfied
shall be grounds to deny the conditional use permit. At all times the burden of
proof to demonstrate satisfaction of these criteria remains with the applicant.

(d) In the Exclusive Agricultural district, no conditional use permit shall be
granted unless the proposed use is consistent with agricultural use and is found

to be necessary in light of the alternative locations available for such use. (Added:
28 March 2000; Ord. No. 05-00)

(6) Conditions and requirements. The Resource Planning Committee may, in
approving an application for a conditional use permit, impose such conditions and
requirements that it determines are required to prevent or minimize adverse effects
from the proposed use or development on other properties in the neighborhood and
on the general health, safety, and welfare of the county.

(a) Any conditions or requirements imposed must be:
1. reasonable.

2. measurable, to the extent practical;
3. consistent with this ordinance’s general purpose and intent; and
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4. based on substantial evidence.

(b) The applicant must demonstrate, by substantial evidence, that all condtions
or requirements imposed will be met.

(7) Expiration, Duration, Transfer.

(a) Expiration. All conditional use permits shall expire 12 months from the date
of authorization by the Resource Planning Committee where the Resource
Planning Committee determines that no action has commenced to establish
the authorized use. (Amended: 01 November 1999; Ord. 22-99)

(b) Duration. A conditional use permit will generally remain in effect as long as
the conditions and requirements upon which the permit was issued are followed.
The Resource Planning Committee may, at its discretion, grant a limited term
conditional use permit if a reasonable basis exists for such limitation. Any limited
term conditional use permit may be subject to renewal after a re-evaluation of
the use via a hearing before the Resource Planning Committee.

(c) Transfer. Subsequent owners of the property are generally allowed to
continue the use, subject to conditions and requirements imposed on the original
conditional use permit. An affidavit is to be recorded with the deed to provide
successors in interest notice of the conditional use permit and conditions and
requirements.

(8) Project Completion. All conditional uses authorized by the Resource Planning
Committee shall be given a specific amount of time within which the project must be
completed. The time limit may be negotiated between the project applicant and the
Resource Planning Committee. If the applicant fails to complete the approved
project within the designated time period, the permit expires and the applicant must
seek a new conditional use permit authorizing the remainder of the project. (Added:

01 November 1999; Ord. 22-99)

(9) Notification.
(@) Deleted: 25 June 2013; Ord. 2013-11
(b) Pursuant to NR 115.05(4)(h), Wis. Admin. Code, a copy of any conditional
use decision which affects shorelands shall be provided to the district office of
the Department of Natural Resources within 10 days of the date such decision
is rendered. (Amended: 27 May 2014; Ord. 2014-10)

(10) Revocation and Termination.
(a) Revocation. A conditional use permit may be revoked by the Resource

Planning Committee after a hearing, if it is determined that the requirements
and conditions upon which the permit was issued have not been followed.
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Revocation of a conditional use permit is not considered a taking without just
compensation because a conditional use permit is a type of zoning designation
and not a property right.

(b) Termination. If an established use listed as a conditional use in 2.05(3)
ceases for a period of more than 18 months, any future activity shall require a
new permit. If requested by the Zoning Administrator, the Resource Planning
Committee shall make a determination as to whether or not the use is to be
considered ceased. (Amended: 01 November 1999; Ord. 22-99)

(11) Resubmission. A conditional use permit application that has been heard and
decided shall not be eligible to be resubmitted during the 6 months following the
decision. The 6 month period may be waived by the Resource Planning Committee,
provided that the applicant submits a written report identifying how the new
application differs materially from the previous application or identifying substantial
new evidence that will be offered, and provided that the Resource Planning
Committee votes, by simple majority, that the changes or new evidence would be of
such significance that the Committee might consider changing the previous decision.

11.05 Certificate of compliance. No land shall be occupied or used and no building or
structure hereafter erected, altered or moved shall be occupied until a certificate of
compliance is issued by the Zoning Administrator documenting that the use,
building or structure conforms with the provisions of this Ordinance.

11.06 Variance from the requirements of this Ordinance.

(1) Petition. A petition for a variance shall be filed by the property owner, or the
owner's agent, using forms furnished by the Door County Land Use Services
Department. Such petition shall include the following:

(@) Name and address of the property owner and petitioner (if different).

(b) Signature of petitioner.

(c) Location of property involved in the petition.

(d) Proposed use or structure in question, including a site plan showing the
preferred arrangement for which the variance is sought.

(e) Sections(s) of this Ordinance from which a variance is requested.
() Details as to the narrowness, shallowness, shape, topography, or other
characteristics of the land or the physical conditions applying to the building,

structure, use or intended use which make it not merely inconvenient but
extremely difficult, if not impossible, to comply with the provisions of the
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Ordinance.

(g) A statement that the conditions detailed above are unique to this property
and are not generally existing on other properties in the same zoning district.

(h) A statement that the unnecessary hardship was not caused by the applicant
nor by any persons still having an interest in the property.

(i) Fee. A petition for a variance shall be accompanied by a fee established by
the County Board of Supervisors.

(2) Processing.

(@) Public hearing. The Board of Adjustment shall hold a public hearing in
accordance with s. 59.694, Wis. Stats., and after a public notice has been given
as provided in s. 11.09(1), notice for public hearings. At the hearing, any party
may appear in person or by agent or by attorney.

(b) Decision. The Board of Adjustment decision on the variance shall be
rendered in writing within 30 days after the public hearing. (Amended: 30 Sept. 2003;
Ord. No. 17-03)

1. A variance granted shall be the minimum to permit a use of the property
and may contain conditions or guarantees attached thereto by the Board of
Adjustment, including an expiration date by which action authorized by the

variance must be commenced and/or completed. (Amended: 27 Sept. 2012; Ord.
No. 2012-22)

2. A variance denied shall be accompanied by the reasons for denial.

(3) Standards for variance. The Board of Adjustment shall consider the following
standards for granting a variance. The burden of proof at all times remains with the
applicant to establish that the proposed variance meets the following standards:

(@) Unnecessary hardship. That there are present actual physical conditions
applying to the lot, parcel, building, structure, use or intended use on that parcel
which are creating the unnecessary hardship in the application of this
Ordinance, as distinguished from a mere inconvenience to the owner if the strict
letter of the regulations are required.

(b) Unique condition. That the conditions described in par. (a) are unique,
exceptional, extraordinary, or unusual circumstances applying only or primarily
to the property under consideration and are not of such a general or recurrent
nature elsewhere in the same zoning district as to suggest or establish the basis
for Ordinance changes or amendments, or of having that effect if relied upon as
the basis for granting the variance
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(c) Conditions not self-created. That the condition creating the hardship or
difficulty was not caused by the petitioner nor by any person still having an
interest in the property.

(d) Public interest. That in granting the variance there will not be a substantial
detriment to neighboring property and the grant of variance will not be contrary
to the purpose of this Ordinance and the public interest.

(e) Effect on uses. No variance shall have the effect of allowing in any district
a use not permitted in that district.

(4) Department of Natural Resources notification. (Amended: 27 May 2014; Ord. 2014-10)
(Deleted: 20 Sept. 2016; Ord. 2016-14)

(5) Resubmission. A variance petition that has been heard and decided shall not be
eligible to be resubmitted during the 6 months following the decision. The 6 month
period may be waived by the Board of Adjustment provided that the petitioner
submits a written report identifying how the new petition differs materially from the
previous petition or identifying substantial new evidence that will be offered and
provided that the Board of Adjustment votes by simple majority that the changes or
new evidence would be of such significance that the Board might consider changing
the previous decision.

(6) Road projects. When a structure becomes a nonconforming structure as to
setback from a road, because the road was widened or relocated by the county, a
town, or the Wisconsin Department of Transportation, such structure shall not
require a variance and shall not be considered a nonconforming structure in regards
to setback from a road or highway. However, no such structure shall thereafter be
enlarged or rebuilt in such a manner that it will be closer to the right-of-way of the
road.

(7) Repairs, restoration, and reconstruction. A structure that was authorized by a
variance may be repaired, restored, or reconstructed with the issuance of a regular
zoning permit provided the repair, restoration, or reconstruction of the structure
conforms fully to the structure authorized by the variance, except that structures
located in the floodplain may be elevated as necessary to comply with floodplain

zoning requirements. (Added: 25 June 1996; Ord. 16-96) (Amended: 20 Sept. 2016; Ord. 2016-
14)

11.07 Appeals.
(1) General provisions.

(@) Where it is alleged there is error in any order, requirement, decision, or
determination made by the Zoning Administrator, Land Use Services Director, or
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Resource Planning Committee, an appeal may be taken to the Board of
Adjustment by any person aggrieved, or by any officer, department, board, or
bureau of the municipality affected.

(b) Such appeals shall be filed with the Land Use Services Department within
30 days after the date of written notice of the decision or order of the Zoning
Administrator, Land Use Services Director, or Resource Planning Committee.

(c) Stays. An appeal shall stay all proceedings in furtherance of the action
appealed from, unless the officer from whom the appeal is taken shall certify to
the Board of Adjustment, after the notice of appeal shall have been filed, that by
reason of facts stated in the certificate a stay would cause imminent peril to life
or property. In such case, proceedings shall not be stayed other than by a
restraining order, which may be granted by the Board of Adjustment or by a
court of record on application on notice to the officer from whom the appeal is
taken and on due cause shown.

(2) Processing an appeal.
(a) Petitions for appeals shall include:
1. Name, address, and signature of the appellant.
2. Location of property affected by the appeal.

3. The decision being appealed and the grounds claimed for the appeal.
(Amended: 24 March 2015; Ord. 2015-02)

4. Such additional information as may be required by the Board of
Adjustment.

(b) Fee. An appeal shall be accompanied by a fee established by the County
Board of Supervisors.

(¢) For appeals of Zoning Administrator or Land Use Services Director
decisions, or Resource Planning Committee decisions other than conditional
use permit application decisions, the Door County Land Use Services
Department shall forthwith transmit to the Board of Adjustment the appeal and
all the documents constituting the record upon which the action appealed from
was taken. For appeals of Resource Planning Committee conditional use permit
application decisions, the Door County Land Use Services Department shall
forthwith transmit to the Board of Adjustment the appeal, the conditional use
permit application in question, and any supplementary materials developed by
Land Use Services Department staff regarding the conditional use permit
application. (Amended: 24 March 2015; Ord. 2015-02)
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(d) Public hearing. The Board of Adjustment shall hold a public hearing
inaccordance with s. 59.694, Wis. Stats., and after a public notice has been given
as provided in s. 11.09(1), notice for public hearings. At the hearing any party
may appear in person or by agent or attorney. The burden of proof at all times
remains with the appellant, except that in appeals of Resource Planning
Committee conditional use permit decisions, the Board of Adjustment will conduct
a “de novo” hearing, meaning that the conditional use permit applicant has the
burden of proof. (Amended: 24 March 2015; Ord. 2015-02)

(e) Decision. The Board of Adjustment decision of the appeal shall be rendered
in writing within 30 days after the public hearing. Such decision shall:

1. State the specific facts which are the basis for the Board's decision.
2. Either affirm, reverse, vary, or modify the order, requirement, decision or
determination appealed from. The Board may also dismiss the appeal for

lack of jurisdiction.

Commentary: An appeal decision made by the Board of Adjustment may be
further appealed to a court of law.

(3) Department of Natural Resources notification. (Amended: 27 May 2014; Ord. 2014-10)
(Deleted: 20 Sept. 2016; Ord. 2016-14)

11.08 Amendments.

(1) The County Board of Supervisors may amend this Ordinance in accordance with
59.69(5), Wis. Stats., after a public notice has been given as provided in s. 11.09(1),
notice for public hearings. At the hearing any party may appear in person or by
agent or attorney. (Amended: 20 Sept. 2016; Ord. 2016-14)
(2) Petition. A petition for an amendment to this Ordinance shall be submitted to
the Door County Land Use Services Department using forms furnished by the Land
Use Services Department. Such petition shall include the following:

(@) Name and address of the petitioner.

(b) Signature of the petitioner.

(c) If the petition is for a zoning text amendment, the proposed text changes
including reference(s) to the affected section(s) of this Ordinance.

(d) If the petition is for a zoning map amendment, a description of the affected
property, the current zoning district classification(s), and the proposed zoning
district classification(s)

(e) Fee. A petition for an amendment shall be accompanied by a fee
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established by the County Board of Supervisors. (Amended: 25 June 199;, Ord. 16-96)

(3) Rezoning of wetland. A wetland, or a portion of a wetland, in a Wetland district
shall not be rezoned if the proposed rezoning may result in a significant adverse
impact upon any of the following:

(a) Storm or flood water storage capacity.

(b) Maintenance of dry season stream flow, discharge of groundwater to a
wetland, the recharge of groundwater from a wetland to another area, or the
flow of groundwater through a wetland.

(c) Filtering or storage of sediments, nutrients, heavy metals, or organic
compounds that would otherwise drain into navigable waters.

(d) Shoreline protection against soil erosion.
(e) Fish spawning, breeding, nursery, or feeding grounds.
() Wildlife habitat.

(g) Areas of special recreational, scenic, or scientific interest, including scarce
wetland types.

(4) Zoning amendments in the Exclusive Agricultural district.

(@) Door County may approve petitions for rezoning areas zoned Exclusive
Agricultural (EA) only after findings are made based upon the requirements of s.
91.48(1), Wis. Stats. (Amended: 30 September 2010; Ord. 2010-13)

(b) (Deleted: 24 March 2015; Ord. 2015-02)

(5) Previous zoning amendments involving wetlands. If, under the 1968 Door
County Zoning Ordinance, property was rezoned by action of the County Board of
Supervisors from a Shoreland-Wetland or Conservancy zoning district to another
zoning district, that rezoning shall remain intact. Due to limitations created by zoning
map scales, the property might not be identified on the zoning map. This provision
shall not preclude such property from being placed in any other zoning district,
except Wetland district, unless the physical conditions of such properties
subsequently change to truly Wetland characteristics.

Commentary: The intent of this provision is to not force property owners to apply a
second time for a rezoning of property from a wetland zoning district into another
zoning district. This provision is not intended to guarantee that the zoning district
classification of affected properties will remain the same indefinitely.

(6) Department of Natural Resources notification. (Amended: 27 May 2014; Ord. 2014-
10) (Deleted: 20 Sept. 2016; Ord. 2016-14)
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(7) Resubmission. A petition for zoning amendment that has been heard and
decided shall not be eligible to be resubmitted during the 6 months following final
action by the Door County Board of Supervisors. The 6 month period may be
waived by the Resource Planning Committee provided that the petitioner submits a
written report identifying how the new zoning amendment petition differs
substantially from the previous petition or identifying substantial new evidence that
will be offered and provided that the Resource Planning Committee votes by simple
majority that the changes or new evidence would be of such significance that the
Door County Board of Supervisors might  consider changing the  previous
decision.

11.09 Public hearings. When public hearings are required by this Ordinance or by
Wisconsin Statutes, the following shall apply:

(1) Notice for public hearings.

(@) Notice of any public hearing which the Resource Planning Committee or
Board of Adjustment is required to hold shall be given by publishing in the
county a Class 2 notice in accordance with Ch. 985, Wis. Stats. The notice
shall specify the time and place of such hearing.

(b) If the public hearing involves a petition for a zoning amendment, a copy of
the hearing notice shall be mailed by registered mail to the town clerk of each
town affected by the proposed amendment at least 10 days prior to the date of
such hearing.

(c) If the public hearing involves a variance or an appeal before the Board of
Adjustment, the Board of Adjustment shall give due notice to the parties in
interest.

(d) (Amended: 25 June 1996; Ord. 16-96) (Deleted: 20 Sept. 2016; Ord. 2016-14)

Commentary: As a matter of practice, in addition to the parties identified in
pars. (b) and (c), an earnest effort will be made to send by regular mail a copy of
the notice for public hearing to the town board chair of each affected town, to
the applicant or petitioner, or their agent, and to the property owners (as
recorded in the Door County Real Property Listing Office) of all lands located
within 300 feet of any part of the parcel or parcels included in the conditional
use permit application, zoning amendment petition, variance petition, or appeal.
The failure to mail a notice to the above parties or the failure of such notice to
reach any of the above parties does not invalidate any public hearing nor any

decision of the Resource Planning Committee or Board of Adjustment.
(Amended: 20 Sept. 2016; Ord. 2016-14)

(2) Public hearing procedures. The Resource Planning Committee or Board of
Adjustment may adopt any formal or informal public hearing procedures.
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CHAPTER 12
ENFORCEMENT

12.01 Violations.

12.02 Prosecution.

12.03 Penalties.

12.04 After-the-fact conditional use applications and variance petitions.

12.01 Violations.

(1) 1t shall be unlawful to locate, erect, construct, reconstruct, alter, enlarge, extend,
convert, or relocate any building, structure, or sign or use any building, structure,
land, or sign in violation of the provisions of this Ordinance, or amendments or
supplements thereto, lawfully adopted by the County Board of Supervisors. It shall
also be unlawful to fail to obtain permits as required by this Ordinance or to fail to
comply with any requirement or condition imposed by the Board of Adjustment or
Resource Planning Committee.

(2) Each and every day of violation as described in sub.(1) may be deemed a
separate offense and violation.

(3) Any person, firm, association, or corporation or representative agent failing to
comply with the provisions of this Ordinance may be subject to prosecution under
the terms of this Ordinance.

12.02 Prosecution.

(1) Civil proceedings. Pursuant to s. 66.12, Wis. Stats., an action for violation of
this ordinance shall be a civil action.

(2) Notification. The Zoning Administrator shall serve any violators with a notice of
violation stating the following:

(&) The nature of the violation.
(b) Corrective measures required to eliminate the violation.
(c) That the violator shall be subject to:
1. Civil action to remove or otherwise eliminate the violation, and/or

2. Penalties, upon conviction, as set forth in s. 12.03, penalties.
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(3) Corporation Counsel. The Zoning Administrator shall report violations to the
Door County Corporation Counsel. At the Corporation Counsel's discretion, legal
action or proceedings may be commenced to prosecute alleged violators pursuant
to the proceedings outlined in s. 66.12, Wis. Stats., or pursuant to the issuance of a
summons and complaint.

(4) Injunction. Compliance with this Ordinance may also be enforced by an
injunction at the suit of Door County or the owner or owners of real estate within the
zoning district affected by such regulation.

(5) Penalty. Those actions commenced on behalf of Door County may, in addition,
seek a forfeiture or penalty as outlined herein.

(6) Special inspection warrants. The provisions of s. 66.122, Wis. Stats., shall
govern the issuance of all special inspection warrants.

12.03 Penalties. Any person, firm, association, or corporation or representative agent
who fails to comply with the provisions of this ordinance or any order of the Zoning
Administrator issued in accordance with this ordinance shall, upon conviction thereof,
forfeit not less than $10 nor more than $500 and the cost of prosecution for each violation
including court costs and reasonable attorney fees; and in default of payment of such
forfeiture and costs shall be imprisoned until payment thereof, but not exceeding 30 days.
Each day a violation exists or continues shall constitute a separate violation.

12.04 After-the-fact conditional use applications and variance petitions.

(1) After-the-fact conditional use situations. If a building or structure or premises
is used to establish a use, which by this Ordinance requires issuance of a
conditional use permit, without a conditional use permit first being obtained, the
responsible party may attempt to correct the violation by applying for a conditional
use permit for the unauthorized use.

(@) Procedure.

1. Upon notification of the violation, the responsible party may apply for
a conditional use permit as provided in s. 11.04(2), application.

2. Upon submittal of a complete application, the application shall be
processed as provided in s. 11.04, conditional use permits.

(b) During the pendency of the conditional use permit application, the
responsible party shall not carry on any activities in furtherance of the
unauthorized use.

(2) After-the-fact variance situations. If a building or structure is constructed in
violation of any dimensional requirement of this Ordinance, or if a lot is created in
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violation of minimum lot area and/or width requirements of this Ordinance, the
responsible party may attempt to correct the violation by petitioning for a variance.
(Amended: 30 Sept. 2003; Ord. 16-03)

(a) Procedure.

1. Upon natification of the violation, the responsible party may petition for
a variance as provided in s. 11.06(1), Petition. (Amended: 30 Sept. 2003;
Ord. 16-03)

2. Upon submittal of a complete petition, the petition shall be processed
as provided in s. 11.06, variance from the requirements of this Ordinance.
(Added: 30 Sept. 2003; Ord. 16-03)

(b) During the pendency of a variance petition, the responsible party shall not
carry on any activities in furtherance of the unauthorized act.
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